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Context 

The International Forum on Open Government gathers open government leaders from around the 

world in order to debate the contribution of the principles of transparency, accountability and 

citizens’ participation to good governance and socio-economic development. The Forum will be an 

occasion to exchange innovative ideas on how to create open and responsive governments and for 

ministers, policymakers and public officials to engage in a constructive dialogue with representatives 

of civil society organisations, private sector and academia.  

Countries worldwide are in need of economic development to tackle high rates of unemployment 

and promote socio-economic integration. At the same time, citizens are increasingly losing trust in 

their governments’ capacities to meet their requests by incorporating them into the policy-making 

cycle. In this context, the Forum will discuss how open government reforms can contribute to 

address these crucial challenges, based on the growing evidence that more transparency and 

participation have proven to be effective in drafting and implementing better public polices, 

delivering more targeted and efficient public services, and to improve the business climate.  

The OECD has been promoting open and inclusive policy making for more than two decades. Since 

2013, the Organisation has also been an official multilateral partner of the Open Government 

Partnership (OGP), with the objective of supporting OGP current and aspiring members to design 

and implement successful open government strategies. In the last years, the OECD has worked with 

public officials and civil society in its member countries and in Latin America, MENA and South East 

Asia. This Forum will provide participants the opportunity to discuss both their achievements in this 

field but also, and perhaps more importantly, the challenges that still remain to be addressed.  

The Forum also aims to bring new topics into the international open government agenda. The 

breakout sessions will be specifically dedicated to this goal. For example, only few countries have 

fully incorporated in their national strategies open government practices at the local level. 

Subnational institutions however are the place where governments and citizens interact more 

closely and regularly. In addition, a special focus will be dedicated on how to ensure greater 

involvement of youth and youth’s priorities in the policymaking cycle in order to help them cope 

with the impact of the financial crisis in their capacity to integrate in the job market. The links 

between open government and the rule of law will then be explored in an ad hoc session that will 

focus on the role of transparency and participation to promote public sector integrity and the 

effectiveness of justice institutions, which are essential to regain the trust of citizens and of the 

business sector in the neutrality and reliability of public administrations. Finally, because of the 

fundamental role Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) are playing in the creation of 

new collaborative frameworks and to enhance the transparency and accountability of governments, 

participants will be invited to discuss how to better promote the use of social media and open data 

to foster participatory governance and to create new economic value.  

About the OECD 

The OECD is a forum in which governments compare and exchange policy experiences, identify good 

practices in light of emerging challenges, and promote decisions and recommendations to produce 

better policies for better lives. The OECD mission is to promote policies that improve economic and 

social well-being of people around the world. 

Contacts 
Please contact Mr. Alessandro Bellantoni (alessandro.bellantoni@oecd.org) for any questions 

related to the Forum and Ms. Anaisa Goncalves (anaisa.goncalves@oecd.org) for logistic 

arrangements.  
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 AGENDA 
 

Plenary Session (Room CC15) 

 
08.00 – 09.00        Registration 

09.00 – 10.15 Plenary Session 

Open government policies have proved to be effective instruments to improve public governance and 
promote sustainable and inclusive socio-economic development.  Government leaders, public officials, 
civil society activists, and business representatives around the world are nowadays engaged in 
redefining the boundaries between public and private sectors by implementing projects aimed at 
introducing collaborative frameworks in once closed public administrations or by creating business  
models based on the reuse of data that were once exclusive property of the state. Open government 
initiatives are helping to draft and implement more targeted policies, deliver better public services, and 
create new economic opportunities. The OECD has been engaged in the dissemination of the principles 
and practices of open government for more than 15 years and, since 2013, it collaborates with the 
Open Government Partnership to give new impetus to this objective. In this session, some of the 
protagonists of this worldwide movement will illustrate the opportunities and challenges of the national 
and international open government agenda and will debate on its future priorities.  

 Welcome remarks: Mr. Angel Gurría, Secretary General, OECD  

 Keynote speech: Mr. Kuntoro Mangkusubroto, Minister/Head of President’s Delivery Unit,
Indonesia

 Panel Discussion moderated by Mr. Joe Powell, Deputy Director of the Open Government 
Partnership: 

o Mr.  Jorge Hage, Minister of State Office of the Comptroller General, Brazil 
o Mr. Mohamed Moubdi, Minister-Delegate for Public Service and Administration 

Modernization, Morocco 

o Mr. Hatem Atallah, Principal Advisor to the President of the Government of Tunisia in 
charge of Diplomatic Affairs, Tunisia  

o Mr. Lawrence Sperling, Senior Advisor, Office of the Under Secretary for Civilian Security, 
Democracy and Human Rights, Department of State, USA 

o Ms. Delaine McCullough, Communication Manager, International Budget Partnership 

10.15 – 10.30 Coffee Break  

10.30 – 12.30 Open Government and Transparency, a Lever for Economic Development 

Countries worldwide are struggling with high levels of unemployment and high public debt, restraining 
the states’ possibilities to deliver quality public services. Economic development is urgently needed to 
address these challenges. Open government practices which promote the engagement of citizens and 
the business sector can be an important lever to develop innovative solutions and tailor public services 
to needs. Fostering transparency creates a level-playing field for companies, helps to prevent 
corruption and can create business opportunities. During this session, participants will discuss which 
opportunities open government and transparency offer to promote business, to develop cost-effective 
public services and to create jobs. 

 Keynote Speech: Mr. Thierry Mandon, Minister of State for Administrative Reform 
and Simplification, attached to the Prime Minister, France  
 
Open Discussion moderated by Mr. Sylvain Lapoix, Data Journalist 
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12.30 – 13.30 Lunch Break  

Thematic Breakout Sessions I  

13.30 – 15.00 Citizens’ Participation: Engaging the Youth (CC5) 

 
Access to the job market and opportunities for socio-economic integration is a 
challenge for youth worldwide. The lack of perspectives is translating into discontent 
with government and lack of trust in public institutions. This session will look at how 
open government practices can be an opportunity to integrate youth, foster their 
participation and unlock their potential and to tailor public services to their needs, 
both at the national and local level. During this session, participants will present their 
current policies and practices to support youth and discuss innovative approaches to 
improve participation, for example through social media. 

 Keynote speech:  Mr. Dhia Elhak Ammar , iWatch, Tunisia 

Open Discussion moderated by Prof. Jennifer Bremer, Johns Hopkins School of 
Advanced International Studies 
 

13.30 – 15.00 Open Government and the Rule of Law (CC13) 

 
A transparent and accountable public sector, based on the principles of the rule of 
law, is fundamental to regain the trust of citizens and business, which was seriously 
hampered by the effects of the economic crises. This session will explore how open 
government policies can contribute to promote public sector integrity and the 
effective functioning of justice institutions.  

 
Keynote speech:   Mr. Alejandro Ponce, Chief Research Officer, The World Justice 
Project 
 
Open Discussion: moderated by Mr.  Khalid Laraichi, Secretary General of the Central 
Authority for Corruption Prevention , Morocco 
 

15.00 – 15.30 Coffee Break  

Thematic Breakout Sessions II   

15.30 – 17.00 Open Government at the Local Level  (CC5) 

 
Local authorities are at the forefront of the State, interacting directly with citizens 
and business and often delivering public services. Their proximity with people puts 
them in a unique position to identify local needs and investment opportunities, to 
engage with their constituency and promote trust and social capital. Few countries 
have however focused their open government efforts on local authorities. This 
session aims to discuss the advantages of employing open government at the local 
level and the challenges to implement it, featuring the findings of the OECD case 
studies on open government at the local level in different countries. 

 Keynote speech:   Ms. Ibone Bengoetxea Otaolea, Deputy Mayor, Bilbao, Spain 

Open discussion moderated by Mr. Raffaele Trapasso, Economist, Regional 
Development Policy Division,  Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial 
Development, OECD 

 



 

 

15.30 – 17.00 Open Data and Social Media for Better Public Services (CC13) 

 
Opening up government data is a trend worldwide. Yet, governments have to be 
clear about their objectives and tailor the data to be opened to achieve desired 
outcomes. Open Data has the potential to be a “game changer” in global efforts to 
accelerate innovation, improve quality, fairness and accessibility of public services, as 
well as to strengthen government transparency and accountability. At the same time, 
governments use the internet and social media to connect with citizens, while these 
use online platforms and new technologies to make their voices heard and 
participate in public affairs. Social media can engage a wider public in discussions 
about public policies and can enable public participation in service design and 
delivery.   This session aims to take stock of innovative practices to use open data 
and social media to promote open and responsive governments. 

 Keynote speech: Ms. Keitha Booth, Programme Leader, Open Government 
Information and Data Programme, Land Information New Zealand 

Open discussion moderated by Mr. Arthur Mickoleit, Policy Analyst, Reform of the 
Public Sector Division, Directorate for Public Governance and Territorial 
Development, OECD 
 

                                              Plenary Session (Room CC15) 

 

17.00 – 18.00 Open Government Agenda: the way ahead 

 
Presentation of the key highlights of the day  

In this wrap-up intervention, the key priorities participants have identified and 
discussed during the Forum will be presented in order to advance the international 
open government agenda. This account will include comments received through 
social media, by participants following the event, and will be proposed for discussion 
to the audience.  

Additional Comments from participants on the key priorities and the way ahead, 
moderated by: Mr. Martin Forst, Head of the Governance Reviews and Partnerships  
Division, OECD   

 

18.00 – 19.00 Cocktail (Room G. Marshall)




